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coal embargo campaign:
South Africa must end complicity 

ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƎŜƴƻŎƛŘŜ



Settler colonialism, Occupation and Apartheid



It's not just Gaza - ethnic cleansing accelerates in West Bank
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Who is the BDS Coalition and 
what is the 

energy embargo campaign?
ÅPalestinian call for boycotts, divestment and sanctions (2005)

ÅSouth African BDS Coalition (2020)

ÅEnergy Embargo campaign



South African coal is fueling genocide and 
illegal occupation

ÅCƻǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ Ŏƻŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛǎΣ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ 
Israel.

ÅWhilst only amounting to less than 2% of our total coal exports, South 
African coal  amounts to between 15-мтΦр҈ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ Ŏƻŀƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎΦ

Å/ƻŀƭ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мт҈ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΦ

ÅThe amount of coal sent since October 2023 is now 2.7 mn tonnes (i.e., 
$11.1 billion in climate damage).



South Africa brings about legal obligations to 
end our complicity

South Africa case against Israel to the ICJ under the Genocide Convention

ÅProvisional measures ς prevent and punish

Advisory Opinion ruling of the ICJ on illegality of settlements and system of apartheid

ÅUN General Assembly Resolution (September 2024) super majority in favour of sanctions against Israel

Hague Group commitments:

Å Prevent the provision or transfer of arms, munitions, military fuel, related military equipment, and dual-use items 
to Israel;

Å tǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘΣ ŘƻŎƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǇƻǊǘΧΦ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
vessel being used to carry arms, munitions, military fuel, related military equipment, and dual-use items to Israel.

Å Prevent the carriage of arms, munitions, military fuel, related military equipment, and dual-use items to Israel on 
ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦƭŀƎΧ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŘŜ-flagging, for non-compliance with this 
prohibition.



We called on unions for an energy embargo 
against Apartheid South Africa


